
Acts of the Apostles: The Story of the Early Church 
 
Chapters 19 and 20: Paul in Ephesus, Macedonia and Greece 
 
In Chapter 18, Paul leaves Athens for Corinth, a commercial center with a population of around 
600,000 people from many backgrounds. (This is part of his second missionary journey.) The 
city was known for its temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love, and the biannual Isthmian 
Games. There Paul meets a married Jewish couple, Aquila and Priscilla, who had fled Rome 
when Emperor Claudius expelled Jews from the city, probably in 49 AD. Soon Silas and Timothy 
arrive from Macedonia, and Paul stays in Corinth 18 months. He’s kicked out of the synagogue 
and preaches to Gentiles. The Jewish authorities complain about Paul to Roman governor 
Gallio, but Gallio says Paul’s activities are no concern of his. Paul leaves Corinth and sails for 
Antioch, Syria, stopping briefly in Ephesus along the way. His ship arrives in Caesarea; on the 
way to Antioch he stops briefly in Jerusalem. He spends “some time” in Antioch, then heads 
north to Galatia and Phrygia in Asia Minor—the start of his third missionary journey. At the end 
of the chapter, we’re told a Jew named Apollos, from Alexandria, Egypt, visits Ephesus and 
preaches a slightly different gospel from Paul. Priscilla and Aquila correct him. Apollos goes to 
Corinth in Achaia, to the west across the Aegean Sea. 
 
Notes for Chapter 19 

• 19:1: “Paul…came to Ephesus…” – Paul arrived in Ephesus during his third missionary 
journey, after passing through Asia Minor 

• 19:3: John’s baptism – that is, baptism in water, signifying repentance (Greek metanoia, 
or “changing the mind”). Baptizing “in the name of the Lord Jesus” was linked with the 
Holy Spirit.  

• 19:9: the lecture hall of Tyrannus – apparently a space in the city that could be rented 
• 19:24: Artemis – the Greek goddess of wild animals, hunting, chastity, fertility and 

childbirth. (The Roman equivalent was Diana.) The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was 
one of the “Seven Wonders of the World,” an enormous structure (350 by 180 feet) 
lined with artworks built in 550 BC and destroyed in the 260s AD. 

• 19:35: “...the statue that fell from heaven…” – supposedly a “stone” or “image” of 
Artemis that “fell from Zeus”—ie, from heaven. 

•  
Notes for Chapter 20 

• 20:1: “…he left for Macedonia…” – Paul here is still in Ephesus, but then heads to the 
region we’d now call northern Greece. 

• 20:3: “…by the Jews…” – that is, by the Jewish authorities who felt threatened. 
• 20:4: This verse shows the range of the church—believers from all over Greece and Asia 
• 20:6: “…after the days of Unleavened Bread…” – the days of Unleavened Bread started 

with Passover and lasted a week. Significantly, there’s no mention of Easter here. 
• 20:7: “the first day of the week” – Sunday, or the Lord’s Day. According to the Jewish 

week, “days” began at sunset and lasted until the following sunset.  



• 20:7-9: Could Eutychus have fallen asleep from boredom? In Paul’s own second letter to 
the Corinthians, he says he’s not a great speaker: 

o “For they say, ‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is 
weak, and his speech contemptible.’” (2 Cor 10:10)  

o “I may be untrained in speech, but not in knowledge” (2 Cor 11:6) 
• 20:13: Narration again becomes first person plural—“we”—implying Luke is traveling 

with Paul 
• 20:16: “in Jerusalem…on the day of Pentecost” – this implies Paul is still celebrating the 

Jewish festivals 
• 20:18: He makes this speech while still in Miletus to elders of the church in Ephesus who 

had traveled to see him.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rendering of Temple of Artemis, Ephesus 

Statute of Artemis, 1st century AD 

Remains of Ephesian Street, c. 1st century 


