
Acts of the Apostles: The Story of the Early Church 
 
Chapter 10: Cornelius and Peter’s Vision  
 
This scene takes place after Saul—a Pharisee and former persecutor of followers of The Way—
experiences Jesus on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus. This is detailed in chapter 9. 
 
As Saul approaches Damascus, lights flash around him, he falls to the ground and hears Jesus’ 
voice asking why he is persecuting him.  Saul is led by the hand into a house in the city, where 
he doesn’t eat or drink for three days. In another part of Damascus, a disciple named Ananias 
hears a voice that instructs him to go to Saul, who is expecting him because he has seen in a 
vision that Ananias would lay his hands on him so he would regain his sight. Ananias is afraid, 
but Jesus answers him, “Go, for [Saul] is an instrument who I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel.” Saul recovers, is baptized, and 
immediately starts preaching about Jesus in the synagogues. Faced with death threats, he 
escapes by being lowered in a basket through a hole in the city wall.  
 
Saul returns to Jerusalem and preaches. People are skeptical as before he had persecuted 
Jesus-followers, but the disciple Barnabas (a priest) stands up for him. More death threats 
prompted other believers to bring him to Caesarea, a port on the Mediterranean coast, and 
they send him to Tarsus, his home in Asia Minor. 
 
Meanwhile, Peter heals people in Lydda and Joppa, including a disciple named Tabitha who 
ministered to widows. Tabitha dies in Joppa before Peter arrives, but Peter prays and she gets 
up. Peter stays with a tanner in Joppa named Simon.  
 
Notes for Chapter 10: 

• 10:1 – Caesarea, named for Caesar Augustus, was a port on the Mediterranean and the 
Roman capital of Judea, where Roman governors—including Pontius Pilate—were 
headquartered. During festivals in Jerusalem, the governors would go there to supervise 
the crowds. Caesarea was about 35 miles from Joppa.  

• 10:1 – Cornelius. He was a “centurion,” a Roman commander over 600 men (a tenth of 
a legion), and therefore a Gentile—but one who “feared God,” meaning he worshipped 
Yahweh but didn’t adhere to all the laws, especially dietary and circumcision. There 
were five loose categories related to Judaism: 

1) Jews – those who were born Jewish and practiced all the laws 
2) Proselytes – Gentiles who became Jewish and practiced all the laws 
3) God-fearers – Gentiles who revered Yahweh but did not practice all the laws 
4) Gentiles – Ethnically not Jewish and did not worship Yahweh 
5) Believers/Jesus-followers – any of the above four categories who believed Jesus 

was the Christ. This assumes that Gentiles in (4) would become either (2) or (3). 
• 10:3 – an angel of God – angelos in Greek, literally meaning messenger. This messenger 

was “a man in dazzling clothes” (10:30)  



• 10:6 – Simon, a tanner – he would have been considered generally unclean according to 
Leviticus 11:26 (“Every animal that has divided hoofs but is not cleft-footed or does not 
chew the cud is unclean for you; everyone who touches one of them shall be unclean.”) 

• 10:12 – “…all kinds of four-footed creatures…” – the implication is that according to 
Leviticus 11, these foods were considered unclean.  

• 10:17 – “…the men sent by Cornelius appeared…” – these were the two servants and 
devout soldier that had left Caesarea at 3:00pm the previous day. So, now that it was 
noon, it had taken them 21 hours to get there.  

• 10:34 – “I truly understand…” – Peter learned through his vision that “God shows no 
partiality.” 

• 10:39 – “…hanging him on a tree…” – the crucifixion, a Roman execution; according to 
Deuteronomy 21:22-23, this punishment is against Jewish law (“…anyone hung on a tree 
is under God’s curse.”) 

• 10:43 – “forgiveness of sins” – forgiveness = Greek aphesis, meaning “release from 
bondage or imprisonment” 

• 10:46 – “speaking in tongues” – in Greek, laleo glossa, which sounds like what it is! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


