
Acts of the Apostles: The Story of the Early Church 
 
Chapters 8: Philip & the Ethiopian Eunuch 
 
Chapter 8 notes  
 

• 8:1 – First mention of Saul, later referred to as Paul 

• 8:5 – Philip – this is one of the seven recently appointed deacons (see 6:5), not the 
apostle Philip, since this passage takes place in Samaria and the apostles stayed in 
Jerusalem, according to 8:1. 

• 8:5 – Samaria – Philip is preaching to Samaritans, hated enemies of the Jews.   

• 8:9 – Simon the magician – Simon has the same name as Simon Peter, so may be a kind 
of foil to him; he practices “magic,” from the Greek “mageuo,” which is the same word 
used to describe the Magi, or Wise Men, in Matthew’s nativity story. 

• 8:14 – Apostles Peter and John travel from Jerusalem to Samaria; it is they who lay 
hands on new believers.  

• 8:20 – “May your silver perish with you…” – In offering to pay money for the power to 
heal, Simon essentially tries to bribe God. Such powers are a gift of the Spirit, not for 
sale. This story is the root of the word “simony,” meaning the buying or selling of a 
church office. 

•  8:27 – Ethiopian eunuch – he is not named, but he has power, as he oversees the 
Queen’s treasury, rides in a chariot, and can read. A “eunuch” is a man who has been 
castrated either by accident, by choice (like an ascetic), or by force. 

• 8:27 – “He had come to Jerusalem to worship” – According to Deuteronomy 23:1, 
eunuchs were not allowed to participate in the assembly. He was probably a proselyte—
a Gentile who converted completely to Judaism—or a God-fearer, a Gentile very 
interested in Judaism but who did not completely follow the laws.  

• 8:32 – The quote is from Isaiah 53, the “suffering servant” text. Most likely the eunuch 
also read Isaiah 56:3-5: “Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say, ‘The Lord will 
surely separate me from his people,’ and do not let the eunuch say, ‘I am just a dry 
tree’”…God will bless them both. So, the Way of Jesus seems to open wider. 
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